Village Board of Mt. Auburn
Regular Meeting

January 2,2024

The Village Board of Mt. Auburn met in regular session, Mayor Mike Whitehead presiding. The
meeting was brought to order with a salute to the flag.

Guests: Seth Floch, with Milano & Grunloh engineers, Vicki Simmons, and Racheal LeBeane,
reporter for Breeze Courier.

Roll Call: Trustees: Brenda Patton-present, Sandy Gooder-present, Bette Rankins-present, Bridget
Willard-present, Scott Vincent-present and Don Henderson-present

Mayor Whitehead told the board that the Phase lll Water Project was completed. They will return
in the spring to grade and plant grass to finish up.

The Board member was given Ordinance Authorizing the Issuance of Waterworks System
Revenue Bonds.

A motion was made by Trustee Sandy Gooder and seconded by Don Henderson to pass Ordinance
#210 Authorizing the issuance of waterworks system revenue bonds of the village of Mt. Auburn,
Christian County, Illinois. Vote: Trustees: Brenda Patton-yes, Sandy Gooder-yes, Bette Rankins-
yes, Bridget Willard-yes, Scott Vincent-yes, and Don Henderson-yes

The board then looked over Payment #1, 2, and 3 for Water Project Ill. It was explained to the
board that payment #1 will come from the Water Fund. It was then explained that #2 and #3
would have to be taken from the General Fund until the loan in approved. At that time the USDA
will release the money and will be paid back to the General Fund.

A motion was made by Trustee Don Henderson and seconded by Scott Vincent to pay the
Contractor payments #2 and #3 out of the General Fund but will be reimbursed when the loan is
obtained. Vote: Trustees: Brenda Patton-yes, Sandy Gooder-yes, Bette Rankins-yes, Bridget
Willard-yes, Scott Vincent-yes and Don Henderson-yes

The board then went over the Loan Resolution in the amount of Two Hundred Seven Thousand
Dollars.

A motion was made by Trustee Bette Rankins and seconded by Don Henderson to pass Loan
Resolution 2024-1. Vote: Trustees: Brenda Patton-yes, Sandy Gooder-yes, Bette Rankins-yes,
Bridget Willard-yes, Scott Vincent-yes, and Don Henderson-yes

Change Order #2 was then presented to the board. Seth explained that they run 20ft of casing
pipe through the drainage ditch, which was the village’s cheapest option. The amount of Change
Order #2 is 249,493.00, with an increase of 1100.00.
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A motion was made by Trustee Scott Vincent and seconded by Sandy Gooder to accept Change
Order #2 with an increase of $1100.00. Vote: Trustees: Brenda Patton-yes, Sandy Gooder-yes,
Bette Rankins-yes, Bridget Willard-yes, Scott Vincent-yes, and Don Henderson-yes

Mayor Whitehead reported that the audit was being done at this time but no word since they
started.

The board then discussed the Community Building Agreement. The board discussed that the
amount for out-of-town is still wrong. The amount needs to be $75.00 for anyone out of town.
This will be anyone that doesn’t pay Village Taxes. This was approved last month/with
corrections.

Mayor Whitehead told the board that he hadn’t heard from anyone on the retaining wall project.
Trustee Rankins told the board that she had given Hutchins Excavating the plans and they would
be putting in a bid. Treasurer Saulsberry told the board that the grant money has to be used by
May 2023. Trustee Rankins will reach out and tell Hutchins that we need the bid, ASAP.

Mayor Whitehead told the board that he hadn’t heard from anyone pertaining to the Village
Employee. The board decided that it needed to be advertised more. They thought that maybe
an add in the Springfield and Decatur papers. They also discussed Indeed, Monster and Glass
door. They talked about circulating it again on social media. Mayor Whitehead will check on

prices.

Guest: Vicki Simmons asks if the tiny houses are still going to allowed in town. Mayor Whitehead
told her that an ordinance was passed that no home under 800 sq ft was not allowed. They
discussed that the tiny house that is in town now still hasn’t torn the old house down, also it
seems that the two tiny houses are now connected. Mayor Whitehead told the board that it
came in and he was talking to everyone about it before he was mayor, but it still came in.

Clerk Hamell told the board that Rolly Clayton had ask about his property and how it is zoned. He
is planning on putting a new house up and wanted to know how his property is zoned. It was
suggested that he attend a meeting.

Parks-Treasurer Saulsberry told the board that a breaker box at the park needed to be repaired
but other than some destruction of the lights and poles, there was no serious problems.

Sidewalks-Trustee Willard ask the board if there was any money put back for sidewalks as the
board had discussed doing so many feet per year. At the time there is no money set aside for
sidewalks.

Water-Trustee Rankins ask if adjustments were still made for water breaks. Mayor Whitehead
told her that we adjust for leaks once a year. A letter was shown to the board that was sent to all
citizens about the THM’s residue from chlorine. As it states: water is safe to drink but the letter
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had to be sent because of the water sample. The board ask if any other towns that are with E J
Water also got a letter, it was unknown if anyone else had trouble. The board discussed that this
should have been their problem since they are the ones who treat the water.

Mayor Whitehead told the board that he had received a certified letter from the EPA about closing
the well. This was a Violation letter that has to be responded to. A formal letter has to be sent
to the EPA on plans to close the well.

Treasurer Saulsberry told the board that she thought it should be put on the bills if there is
possible leak. Since the village pays for water, it might help with lost water.

Mayor Whitehead then showed the board a year-end Usage report. Mayor Whitehead told the
board that there would soon be an 8% increase.

Treasurer Saulsberry told the board that she has the Community Building Calendar at the hall. It
was discussed that the new prices will be shared on social media to let everyone know of the
changes. Trustee Willard said she would share information on social media. It was asked if the
keys have been returned to the hall yet. At this time, it is unknown where all the keys are. Trustee
Willard said she went to the station but they didn’t have any keys, she borrowed Trustee
Henderson’s key for their event.

A motion was made by Trustee Scott Vincent and seconded by Don Henderson to accept the
treasurer’s report for the month of December 23. Vote: Trustees: Brenda Patton-yes, Sandy
Gooder-yes, Bette Rankins-yes, Bridget Willard-yes, Scott Vincent-yes and Don Henderson-yes

A motion was made by Trustee Don Henderson and seconded by Sandy Gooder to pay all bills for
the month of December 23. Vote: Brenda Patton-yes, Sandy Gooder-yes, Bette Rankins-yes,
Bridget Willard-yes, Scott Vincent-yes and Don Henderson-yes

A motion was made by Trustee Bette Rankins and seconded by Don Henderson to accept the
minutes of the regular board meeting of December 5, 2023. Vote: Trustees: Brenda Patton-
abstain, Sandy Gooder-yes, Bette Rankins-yes, Bridget Willa rd-yes, Scott Vincent-abstain, and Don
Henderson-yes

A motion was made by Trustee Don Henderson and seconded by Scott Vincent to adjourn.

All in Favor
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