Village of Mt. Auburn
Regular Meeting

September 2, 2025

The Village Board of Mt. Auburn metin regular session, Mayor Mike Wh itehead presiding. The
meeting was brought to order with a salute to the flag.

Roll Call: Sandy Gooder-present, Bette Rankins-present, Bridget Willard-present, Scott
Vincent-present, and Don Henderson-present

Guests: Vicki Simmons, Sherri Casteel, Ann Werve and Reporter Racheal LeBeane

At this time Mayor Whitehead introduced Sherri Casteel who had been put on the agenda.
Sherri Casteel came to the meeting to talk about the problems they are having on East
Church Street. There has been a lot of erosion along the ditch, which has made hotes in the
driveways of her and her neighbor. Sherry explained that in the past there was a parking
place in front of the house which was on the south side of the driveway and now that has all
washed away. Trustee Vincent totd Sherry that if she didn’t have so many abandoned
vehicles, she would have more places to park. Sherry told Scott that she wasn’tthere tota tk
about abandoned vehicles and she would appreciate him letting her speak. She has seen
several things in town that needs to be fixed, such as the sidewalk in the next biock of East
Church. Small children use this sidewalk to come home from school and play on and the
sidewalk is a place for the chitdren to get hurt. Sherri also tatked about the weeds that were
in the ditches. She had asked Mr. Moore to mow down her ditch as she isn’t able or feel like
it’s her responsibility to mow. Although Mr. Moore did mow, the weeds were either knocked
down or tore out. it seemed the equipment wasn’t working properly. Sherry told the board
that she hired someone to come and fix the driveway but the ditches in town need attention.
Trustee Willard told her that if there is a problem then we should take a look at it to see how
it can be fixed. Sherrytoid the board that this can’t be seen from the road you have to get out
and look at it closer. Trustee Willard told her she could look at it to see what the problem is.
Sherry couldr’t understand that the village ean't keep an employee 1o do the work. Trustee
Henderson told her that a lot of the reason things don’t get done around here because we
don’t have the money or the manpower. Sherry felt that with the wages being paid they could
afford to get someone to do the work. Treasurer Saulsberry totd Sherry that she herself to
pay to have her ditch mowed. Although Sherry felt that this was the village’s problem,
Treasurer Saulsberry told her she hires someone to do the work so that it is mowed. Mayor
Whitehead told the board that he knew what the problem was, there is no ditch on the south
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side of the street. So, all water goes across the road and washes into that ditch. Mayor
Whitehead said we needed a ditch on the south side and a few new culverts to fix the
problem. Mayor Whitehead asks her if that was atl for tonight and she said she had spoken
and she would be back.

Mayor Whitehead then addressed Ann Werve, she told the board that she had attended the
meeting for the same reason and wanted the board to know that the rock that has been put
in the ditch just washes down to her property when there is a big rain. That is why they done
the work to stop it at their property.

Finance-Treasurer Saulsberry told the board that the Auditor has the needed information for
the audit and we are just waiting to hear back from them.

Health-Trustee Gooder asks if there was some mosquito spraying because she thought she
seen lights. Mayor Whitehead told the board that he had hired the same company as last
year to spray twice during the picnic. The board discussed the matter and it was in
agreement that they try to spray another two times in September. It was talked that the
mosquitos are really bad right now. Mayor Whitehead told the board that he called the health
department and since HFM went through the park he had Frankie spray the playground with
bleach. Trustee Gooder recommended that we spray two more times this year.

Liguor- Mayor Whitehead told the board that Eagles Nest had just renewed their license

Ordinances-Trustee Rankins told the board that she wanted to call an ordinance meeting to
discuss of the issues in town. Betty told the board that she had contacted the attorney after
the last meeting on how to purstue the violations. Trustee Rankins felt that we should use the
letters first instead of giving all these things to the attorney. These letters would go out and
have a deadline for the violations and then they could send it io the attorney. We need to do
the footwork to get these letters out. The village attorney told Betty that all violations should
be sent out at the same time and it would be illegal to only send to certain ones it would have
to be sent to allin violation. Trustee Rankins asks if Mayor Whitehead would like to be invited
to the meesting or just a report for the board. Mayor Whitehead would like to attend. After
several interruptions from Sherry Casteel, Trustee Gooder told her that she had her time to
speak as she was on the agenda but questions during the committee reports were not
allowed. When ask when she could speak, Trustee Gooder told her that she could ask
someone at the end of the board meeting or request 1o be put on the agenda for another
time. The board decided to have an Ordinance Committee meeting on Tuesday September
g, 2025 @6:00p.m.
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Parks-September 20, 2025 the Saulsberry/Sharizer reunion in the park. Treasurer Satitsberry
told the board that they would need to borrow the tables for the park. Treasurer Saulsberry
also told the board that the Festival of Lights will be decorating the park on November 22,23
but they will be putting lights in the week before.

Sidewalks-Trustee Willard asks the board if there was a budget for sidewalks or if they had
come up with an amount. She didn’t have anyone come to give bids at this time because
she didn’t know exactly what amount we had in funds. Trustee Willard told the board that if
they come up with an amount that just to let her know and she will work on getting some
bids. Qiling the roads was a little over 20,000 and Mayor Whitehead said that extra would go
to replacing culverts at East Church Street this year.

Street and Alley-Trustee Willard asks if we are going 1o hire anyone 1o mow the grass since
the village employee has quit. Mayor Whitehead told her that he hired Gary Green today to
mow. When ask how much he was going to make, the mayor told them in would be 20.00 an
hour. Trustee Willard told the mayor that he couldn’t hire someone without the board’s
approval, especially since he gave him a 5.00 raise. Trustee Vincent told her that this is an
emergency hire so it's accepted. Trustee Willard and Trustee Rankins both said they had
never heard of an emergency hire before. They also didn’t feet that mowing grass was an
emergency. Trustee Vincent told her that it was just like the air conditioner and furnace it
was an emergency. Trustee Willard agreed that someone needed to be hired but it has to
have the boards approval, especially if a raise was involved. Mayor Whitehead told her that
he started today so he would just pay him out of his pocket because he didn't have to mow.
Trustee Willard told the board that anything spent over 500.00 had to be brought to the board
as they make the decisions. Trustee Willard told the board that even though we have done
things in the past, like writing a check for a truck has been overlooked but she felt that the
board needs more information on things that are being purchased. Mayor Whitehead told
the board that he wanted to hire him at the beginning of the year and the board refused. The
job is too much for one person,and that no one knew what the job entailed. The board didn’t

understand why Frankie didn’t ask for help since he was at the board meeting. Trustee
Rankins told the board that when she was mayor they would hire someone for so many hours

a week to help the employee out when he needed it. He wasn’t just left to work the hours
that he wanted to, although Frankie never asks if he could have help to her and ask Mayor
Whitehead if he had asked him? Trustee Vincent brought up that if he remembered right, he
and Donny had tried to explain about having two employees instead of one. He felt that is
why we are in this situation now. Mayor Whitehead asks for a vote on Gary Green mowing
and Trustee
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Willard told him that since it isn’t on the agenda that it would be an illegal vote. Mayor
Whitehead said that we needed a special meeting then to discuss this issue. Mayor
Whitehead told the board that things have been let go and he spent at least 10 hours mowing
to try to get the mowing done. Everything like this is just a setback for him. Trustee Willard
understood but things should be done the right way. Trustee Vincent told the board that
nothing good comes from a committee meetingand sometimes decisions have to be made.
Trustee Rankins said that in the search for a new employee we could have a part time person
to help mow with allotted hours. Mayor Whitehead told the board that they didn’t
understand what the job entaited and he coutdn’t do the job alene. Trustee Willard told the
board that of time of hiring they were told that there wasn’t enough work for a full-time
employee. Treasurer Saulsberry told the board that two part time employees would cost
more than having a full-time employee. Trustee Willard asks if we were going to putitouton
Facebook to get willing applicants. Mayor Whitehead felt that we- should get out the
resume’s first that applied for the job last time. it’s been over 10 months since the resumes
have been received and although the board felt they should be giving them another chance,
Trustee Willard felt that social media would get someone that may be interested now.
Trustee Gooder told the board she had no problem putting it out there but did feet we should
include the previous resumes. The board discussed having a special meeting on the
mowing. It was decided to have a meeting on Thursday September 4,2025 @ 7:00p.m.
Trustee Rankins asks if the mayor would have time to contact the past applicants and he
stated that at this point he would be mowing. itwas discussed onwho would make the calls
and Mayor Whitehead told the board that he would handle it.

Water Trustee Rankins told the board that she didn’t have anything for water except getting
on hiring a full-time employee. Mayor Whitehead said the bulk water coin machine is broken
and a new one is 5100.00. Trustee Gooder asks about the Systems Total report. It seemed
higher. Mayor Whitehead told her that it could be the meters that are getting older or a
difference of when the meter is read.

Community Building-Treasurer Saulsberry told the board that it is being used. She has also
called Missy Osborne te come and mop the floors and also to clean the village hall. Shealso
wanted the board to know that the funeral dinner ladies have complained that someone
stole the dipper for ice so they have bought a lock for the storage door. As Treasurer
explained: all items that are at the community building is paid for by the village board and is
there for all people to use and would not be locked up. i anyone hasan issue with this matter
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someone else can take over the community building. She also asked if new tiles had been
ordered for the ceiling. Mayor Whitehead told her that there were some down there already.

Zoning-Trustee Rankins told the board that she didn’t know of anything although there were
two permits given out. Mayor Whitehead told her that it was a fence. Trustee Rankins also
said that since the last meeting she has been in contact with the village attorney and she is
unsure about the tiny house ordinance if it is properly worded in places.

A motion was made by Trustee Vincent and seconded by Sandy Gooder to accept the
Treasurer’s report for August. Vote: Sandy Gooder-yes, Bette Rankins-yes, Bridget Willard-
yes, Scott Vincent-yes, and Don Henderson-yes

A motion was made by Trustee Gooder and Seconded by Trustee Vincent to pay all bills for
the month of August. Vote: Sandy Gooder-yes, Bette Rankins-yes, Bridget Willard-yes, Scott
Vincent, and Don Henderson-yes

Trustee Rankins told the board that she had issued 4 stickers for the golf carts, T newand 3
renewed. They have already decided that we weren’t going to pro-rate the stickers.

A motion was made by Sandy Gooder and seconded by Bridget Willard to accept the minutes
from the August meeting. Vote: Sandy Gooder-yes, Bette Rankins-yes, Bridget Willard-yes,
Don Henderson-abstain, and Scott Vincent-yes

A motion was made by Don Henderson and seconded by Scott Vincent to adjourn.

Tammy J. Hamell, Village Clerk



